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Sutires my weapon: but I'm too discree*, 

Jv run a-muck and tilt at all I meet : 

f only wear it in a land of dtectors, 

Thieves, supercargoes, sharpers, and direciors.—Porr. 
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LETTERS OF THE BLACK DWARF. 
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lhe Black Dwarf io Mr. Lambton, on the laughable 
Aismission of his proposed measure of moderate and 
pruckr whle Ref oi Ht. 
SIR, 
Ee will not claim the spirit of prophecy, to account 
for the fulfilment of my predicuon, with respect to your 
proposed. measure of moderate, and ‘ practicable” re- 
form! It was so very easy to foresee the result, that 
very moderate pretensions to the possession of common 
discrimination; might suflice to enable any one, without 
presumption, to decide upon the event. 1 can searcely 
believe that you, yourself, entertained the slightest hope, 
of any other fermenation of your labours; though young, 
sincere, and aident, you might have calculated rather 
too highly on the support you would receive. You 
might have taken it for granted, that a// who professed 
to be triendly to Reform, would have given you their 
assistance, at least, to cuquire into its necessity, and its 
practicability. 1, who view those professions through a 
medium that diminishes them to the nothingness of their 
veal value, can readily imagine that you, educated among: 
zénilemen, and taught to suppose gentility at variance 
with duplicity, and falsehood. micht place a reliance upon 
Vou. VI. Na, 17. — 
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wane * 
and give Them credit fora waist te effect, What they de- 
iaredd necessary fo be necomplhished, Bat, after the ex- 


you have oud ges tue total failure of every 
ational hope of success, upen the principles you have 
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is lett of reaches the harbeuw in safety you will 
pot advise that the erazy old bark sheuld be left out at 
sea, the sport ef every breeve and the certain prey of the 
first tei mipest. 

Phe party, with which vou will bardly now say, “you 
re prac to fact has lou bk ats ibang rfance asa us 
Piss itis as easy to cee, as at is to ascertain the caves. One 
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took up the practices, with the situations of their Tory 
pre: »dogesso ‘s+ and if there were any difference, it consist- 
ed only im the greater audacily with ivr the Whigs 
drew aoe t cre feality, nd forbearance of the 
country. Do not misunderst: wk tae to say the Whigs 
have not been outdone by the present adminis tration. It 
‘s now discovered that the country ean be soverned with- 
out any talent, and without any regard to public rights ; 
and the present administration Knowing th ore exists no 
public spirit to cheek their mad career, nor any of thoge 
natural leaders” of the public who dare atte mpt to fan 
shadsing embers into ailame of patriotism, they have out- 
Heroded Fterod, in the: shameless waste of public money, 
their audacious encroachments upon public freedom, 
their contempt of public opinion, and their defiance of 
public indignation. They stand among all previous ad- 
munistralions, pre- -eminent in wrong ; and yet it must be 
confessed that they have only mounted to the highest 
round of the ladder, through “the agency of those who 
had gone before them. They seized the moment, when 
public confidence was withdrawn from all parties, and the 
public became indiflerent from despair, to introduce at 
avowed disregard of public feeling, and to govern in its 
apathy, or in iis despite. Until it was known the peo- 
ple would Sear an y thing, by repeated experiments, the 
Whigs were powertat ; and were dreaded, lest they 
should unite with the public; but when, after repeated 
pretended alliances, the people saw no advantage result- 
ed to them, and refused to become parties to any further 
treaties, the ministers found ther m harmiess; and ireat- 
ad them accordinuly. Avsop’s lion with his claws pared, 
and his teeti: drawn, is no had simile for the party ; and 
the uf was not much unlike. The lien was in love with 
ihe man’s daugtiter. Elie W hips were in love with 
office. The man said his daughter would be frightened, 
at his teeth, and claws ; but if he would remove them, 
he had no doub! 
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Juiwed to give up tueuw teeih and claws. THE PEOPLE, 
tO make themselves Tmore avree aDdle tO pomrer, VW Hen 
the tion had complied with ie proposed terms. he was 
easily Knocked on the aead ; and the Whigs were as €2- 
aily kicked down stairs. But suppose any kind god, Or 
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zoddess, had vitered ihe silly fron fis teeth and clawe 
avain, on condition that he would part with a few 
worthless hairs iw his mane, and - had refused! You 
would have laughed heartily at the stupid beast, and not 
without uiieiedt reason. Well. Sir, ‘is Ou are disposed 
for any exercise of te riowble nerves, you need only turn 

to the party, vith Which you lately professed yourself 
* proud to act; and you may laugh, ‘ sans intermis- 
* siup, an hour by the dial.” ~ The ‘y are just in this pre- 

dicament. They foolishly abandoned the people, as the 
lion did his teeth and claws, to seize upon what they 
loved more, than the people ; and in their pitiable plight 
the people said, give up those worthless huirs, the rot- 
ten boroughs, which vever did, nor ever can de you any 
yood; and we are ready to confer upon you all the 
power you have lost: and the silly Whigs refused ! They 
would keep the hairs to play with !—the separation be- 

eame complete—and the Whigs were left powerless, 
Since that period, that fatal period, for Whig ambition, 
When the hesitation ef the party, on the death of Peree- 

val, enabled Lord Castlereagh io perceive that matters 
Went on as well wzthout a minesiry, as With one ; and 
suyvested to him, that in such acese, where 20 talent 
was necessary, that he could yuide the wheel as well as 
another, the Whigs have been literally floundering: in 
the slough of Despond ; and it isdiflicult to say whether 
the people, or the ‘Tory faction, have been most enter- 
tained with their forlorn condition. ‘Phe people haye, 
indeed, laughed out: but the sneer upon the lips of the 
Tories must have been more painful, as it barbed a bit- 
terer dart. 

Who Sir, is to blame for this? Certainly net the peo- 
ple ! When they discovered that deception, and disap~ 
pointment was to be their portion, « could they be blamed 
for concluding that it was Immaterial to thera by whom 
they were disappointed, and deceived ? Could the Whigs 
expect that bitter would be sweet, if offered to the 
people by them ¢ Could they think the nature of oppres- 
sion, and ex xaction, altered, if Oppression and exaction 
were administered through a W! hic medium! Or ought 
they not rather to have consideret!, that injuries inflicted 
by thase We expect to comer benelts. are doubly calling 
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fo an ingemous mind. To be flashed to tncessant and 
fruitless toil by a Tory task master, was de Lie d a NeCER= 
cary result of bei ing place: 1 under his misrule. The stripes 
were expected from his very nature; and the ‘cals hope 
of redress was bv striking the lash out of his hands. But 
ty be lashed,and Jashed more severely, by those in whose 
hands it Was placed, in the cont tidence of its never: being 
used, Was unpardonable wrong! We can bear ill-treat- 
ment hetter"from our enemies, than our friends; for in 
the former case, the appeal is made to our magnanunity, 
and eonrage :—in the second, it Jacerates our feelings ; 
wud the difficulty every honest man feels in. striking 
where he has once loved, paralyzes the power of re 
istinee. aud sinks us into apathy and despair! 

Why then, do the Whigs cemplain, that they are 
powerless, when they have shorn themselves of the 
pibiens upon whieh they ought to soar aloft in thesteady 
bre eze ot pos iblic coutidenc e? Wh iV do they coment them- 
elves with idle vailings over - impotence, which they 
have brought apon iiemselves? The path they ought to 
take, is as spparcnt as the * ern fo parish chureh!” It 
hes straight before any honest optics, nor is there any 
oostraction in the path. 

gut, here, Sir, may PT not ask, with some degree of 
propriety, whether there remains any IV Aig party ? 
whether the distinelion be not an ‘Ale. an unmeanimg 
name ?—2a memorial of what fas deen. rather than what 
now exists? Eflas not the want of a powerful, and con- 
stent leader, destreyed that spirit and order, without 
waich no party can niaintaip ils importance ? It is quite 
clear, that Sir VW. Curtis would rnnlke as good a captain 
of bandlitti, as Mr. Tierney a parliamentary leader of 
DATLy opposed to the mis aa ans extravayance of the 
lay. Another cause exists for a suspicion, that there is 
00 Whic-party. You are aware tbat there must be an 
adequate eause to produce any given effect. Party 
always aims at power, am 1 when power hs hopeless to 
any party, the very spirit of party is annililated. If 
iiere were vo travellers, tere could be no robberies on 
the Mh-way , and, wiih no inducement for political ad- 
venturers to join its standard, the Whig party has become 


oii a pame, not exactly sicnifving anvthing i itselr, but 


{ 








— = ee ae vm = aay 
lia ER ta REIT Re tg es Tapa 





578 THE BLACK DWARE 


useful to some men, as an indefinile name, which may 
be construed into whatever iis hearers chuse,— 

As the fool thinks 

So the belichin'’s ! 
Making the greatest concessions, it could only be ad- 
mitted that it was a skeleton ofa party of which the head 


is wanting! [s it worth while to keep such a memento 


mori above ground! Is there any hope of vitality being 
restored to the drydones ? Can possibility effect such a 
miracle, as itsre-suscitation ? Tt requires a much greater 
degree ‘of faith, than I possess, to imagine such an 
event :—and it would be infinitely wiser to inter the 
mummery in the sepulchre of all past follies: and erect 
a new banner, round which the hosts of freedom may be 
cathered with some prospect of success 

The ministers deride the attempts ‘f the party with 
whom you cannot now be proud to act, though it con- 
tain so many able, so many honourable men aad if the 
people speak, there is the standing army! This is a 
sad state of aflairs—while distress may tempt ihe po- 
pulace to rush on the bayonet—and fear keeps those 
who might direct them from their ranks! Inthe House 
of Commons, all motions for reform are useless, except 
as they give rise to debates which instruct the people, 
and expose the system. There, corruption is impregna- 
ble, unless the remonstrances of the whole people assail 
it at once. There was a time when the Dagon was pe- 
netrable, when the abuses had fallen never to rise again; 
—but the Whigs were noi at their posts. Most of ‘them 
even went over to the enemy, io drive back the people, 
and to rivet firmer chains upon their galled limbs. Had 
the Whigs exerted themselves to bring up the middle 
classes, in support of the popular request for reform, in 
1816-17; had they met the proposed suspension of the 
Habeas Corpus Act, at that time, with a general demand 
for a reformed representation ; liad they placed them- 
selves at the head of those whom they had virtually call- 
ed into action, the triumph had been certain, and com- 
plete. The slaves of office would have discovered they 
could not manacie a realm! The angrier passions of 
the populace had been assuaged in the well grounded 
ope of a rational success, and peace and prosperity 











THE RLACK DWARF 579 


‘ 


and a wiser administra tion of aflarrs. Wh >the Wh ic & 
were ie n recreant—why they trembled hetor -the-voice 
rev had so long professed a wish to raise aes then 
fears allowed distress to be exasperated, and oppression 
to prevail—let their apologisis determine, or their ene- 

mies record. lt is enough for me, that their eowardice 
and thei timidity, sealed the HUSery ot the land for al! 
the period that has since elapsed, and should eitber a 
despotism 7 avowedly est: — ed, or a revolution ensue 
ct will be traced by the fiustorian to the val bry) at the 
Wises round + the abuses, Which many of thom had af. 
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by Us tine learnt, that 
honesty bad been the better road te emelument, and 
power! The peopie of Bnetand Te nae frequently 
called upon to interfere ; and it is cven new the fashion, 
to say the people will noi bear tis, or suiler that :— buf 


by these phrases it is evident that partizans mean wo. 


thing. li sounds weéd totatkh thus! Tt is an acreeable 
phrase to slavish ears, to be camphmenied upon valour, 
which their owners Would ratiier suffer to be pulled any 
lencth, than be called upon to display. ‘Phe people of 
England have never appeared upon the stage, bat treice, 
in the contest for reform; and in’ botii iastances they 
were deserted by the trumpeters who had sotinded the 
cherve. These two occasions, were the one lo whielr | 
have referred, and what may be fermed the retorm eam. 
paign of L819; when the Manchester Massacre evinced 
to whal lengths corruption would venture in its own de- 
rence, calculating upon the pacifie dispositions of the Re- 
formers. and the Aver sears of the Whig party! In 
hoth mstances were they deserted by their “ natural lea- 
* ders ;” and left to the vindictive perseention of their 
oppressors. The Whiss were rather loud m their cla- 
mour fer enguery into the Manchester Massacre ; but 
tney knew tneir clainour Would be useless; and beyond 
cla aidour, che ministry Pew they dare not advarce! Two 

years LlwaV € Le arly passed since tue si au. rhter took place, 
at aud & modivis tor Cit AY LW os ARRAS Upeil Uns jeurnais 
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{ fle heneurable heuse! And even thatis noi 
DV a member of the W Mig py urty. 

Ayain, = n the people came forward, in the defence 
af their mueh-calumniated Qaueen, the Wai party Kept 
entire ‘Ly aloof. unl Wait wore an a SDE ct of "probe bility, that 
the doors of the Treasu iry iniht be opened for them, This 
eceasioned a languid movement, which met with no sue. 
cess, and which deserved none. A majority of one would 
stiffice to enable the present faction te continue mn othiee. 


Ven 


Nev, io bhastshewn that if even remains in defiance of 
sae ! A spiriled man would be glad fo remove his 
paine from the muster-rell of such a party, which every 
succeeding year tinds weaker than the last had left at. it 
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isa wotlicring, sapless tree, that can bear nu good fruit, 
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ind ougul to be removed out of the turcst which it dis- 
sOUTeLS 

he pare suioi. IS fs 12) > ow ; Wihie ier THe eee iori be 
‘corth sav a? fy public virtue, and public spirit be 
mere muilities—i the reffavemené and civilization of the 


i Bsn t Dante sell ; ‘ 
we have faatshed all tie manter virtues from the 
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emotle—if the neeks of the people are iitted for the 
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yokes they Lave to bear—if tney are prepared to hold 
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tier thew estates, the properly as pledwed hor ail 
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as as machines which may be placed any where for 
ministerial ploasure—if they will starve at the word 
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they suffer to 
ride upon them recks! and Slavery is the proper anes 
of fools. and cowards! Hf rawiand has arrived at 

pitch of national degradaticn iu Whieb she js fitted for 
tne establishment of a by ranny, let it be established, and 
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let the world fanch at its pretended masters in the art of 
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Mat. on the contrary. if there be sufficient stamina, on 

VOC Veform may be wratted—i we have virtue enough 

eft amovest us. to bear the change, which is requisite 
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yecessity seLabout eflecting it in earnest. Let an endea- 
vour be made to unite the whole pr OPLE, upon that 
principle which declares ** éa. ration without representa- 
* tion, to be an absolute tyranny?” This plain truism 
contains all that is necessary to be understood. If it be 
tyranny to fax any man now accustomed to vote, against 
his consent, given directly, or indirectly, it is equally 
tyranny to tax i any one, who is denied the tight of voting. 
Your address implied that it was tyranny to tax a house- 
holder, without his consent. Is it not equally tyranny to 
iax a lodger without his consent. You have had suffi- 
cient proof, that to depart from principle, is not to 
conciliate the boroughmongers, without you depart from 
it entirely ; and this, as a man of honour, you cannot do! 
You would compromise the debt, in order to obtain part. 
payment ef it; but corruption will not be sati: sfied, unless 
you declare there is no debt ow tng, and throw yourself 
wpon her benevolence for the farthings she may “be dis- 
posed in charity to bestow. Might you not, then, as 
well return to the principle, when the sacrifice of it 
weakens your demand, and is productive of nothing but 
contempt. You will find, Sir, at last. That you have to 
deal with a fraudulent, and not a bankrupt debtor toa 
the laws. You have found your diminished request, nof. 
considered as @ reason for prompt payment, but an 
inducement to dispute your debt altogether. You see 
it is already avowed, that the system, as if is, is as it. 
sught to be? Your attack upoa its abuses is not 
udmiited to be founded in reason! It is indeed 
allowed that there are abuses; but that they ought 
to be remedied is most stoutly dented. The abuses are 
construed into parts of the system ;—as the deformities 
of a human being, are part of his bodily composition. 
"he excrescences of the constitution, are defended as 
parts of the system; and you might as well attempt to 
reason a hunch-backed fellow out of his hump, or to 
twist a crooked leg straight, as to induce the House of 
Commons to set about mending the representation. The 
“buses are so gross, that they cannot be denied. As well 
‘aight a monkey set up for a beau, as “‘ the envy and 
‘admiration of the world,” be defended as exempt from 


x thousand | age corruptions! But this is no step to 
Var. VI. Be. 
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their amendment. They are to be taken as essentially 
natural blemishes, and to be deemed the necessary at 
tendants of its adv antages. Tell a mother her child hats 
blear eyes. ‘* Aye, aye,” says she, “so it has since it 
“< ‘pleased God ; but blear eyes out of the question, and 
it is as likely a babe as was ever dandled on a mother's 
“kneo!’ If you were to add, it has hare- lips,—-ten to 
one she would answer, that “ beauty was all fancy, and 
‘¢ that as God made hares, hare-lips could not be a fit 
“ matter of objection to beauty.” Hf you went on to say 
it was too small, or too large, or knock-knee’d, or to 
point any other blemish, you would get similar excuses, 
in extenuation; for prejudice can render snow black, oi 
make crows rival the saow in whiteness. It is all but 
avowed, that the House of Commons is 2tsedf’ the thera 
eséate, and not the representative of the third estate , 
and the whole of its practice seems directed to establish 
this usurpation. The most monstrous, as well as the most 
ridiculous doctrines, tending to this point, are daily ut- 
tered, and the speaker does not deem it necessary to in- 
ierfere. To escape from the argument that the mem- 
bers ought to represent their constituents, they say they 
are not representatives of @ part, but of the whole peo- 
ple ;—and when the whole people demand their rights, 
they turn round and say, the people have no rights, that the 
public rights are merged i in the rights of their constituents, 
which yet they will neither obey, as appointing them, nor 
as holding the rights of the people in their keeping. 
— Tommy Wilson, the respectable London member, 
nays no attention to ihe wish of his const ituents, because 
his conseence tells niva he is the representative of the na- 
tion at large ; but he can avow himself interested iv the 
duties on timber, because he is connected with the ship- 
owners of London! To such folly you must have been 
a thousand times a disgusted witness; and will you keep 
the folly longer in countenance, by suffering it ty believe 
that you, or any honest man, considers this representa 
tion. Not one of those gentlemen, who throw aside all 
consideration for their apparent constituents, on the pre- 
tence, that they are national representatives ; but who 
ean descend from their national character to argue in 


favour of any petty interest in which they may be con- 
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eeroed, with all the warmth of advocates, without any 
gdaliiié about the good of the whole; but drive them to 
the usurped means By which they hold feats, and the 
ery out—‘ oh! to be sure we have few, or no consti- 
‘tuents; but we sit for the whole nation | And se 
they do, and for the ruin of the whole nation! To strike 
at these fallacies, to expose these deceptions, must be the 
object of the patriot. The people are ready to second 
auch an attack ; although they are very indifferent about 
householders being blessed with the mockery of votes, 
which they dare not exercise under such a system as the 
present. You, Sir, stand personally high with the peo- 
ple; not as a if hig. but as Mr. Lambton ; ; and if you 
will throw off the trammels of party, which were too 
heavy, even for the genius of Mr. Fox, and chained his 
spirit to the ground, you will immortalize yourself, aud 
distance immeasurably, the reputation of that able man. 
Amidst the endless differences of opinion, on the sub- 
ject of parliamentary reform, the question will at last be 
reduced to this:—ought the House of Commons to re- 
present Zhe people, or to represent itself? If the latter, 
then it is imperfect ; and, as far as it is imperfect, it is 
unjust. As to the cant, of its representing the sound 
portion of society, the middling classes of society, 
the wealth of society, or the respectability of society, itis 
merely ridiculous. "Where is the basis’ of its right to 
make the distinction? ALL the Commons of the realm 
form the third estate: which is intended to be repre- 
sented by the House of Commons. It was never sup- 
posed that a disagreement could take place between the 
people, and their representatives. Infact, it could never 
occur between read representatives of the people, and the 
people; at least, it could only occur in partial instances, 
where the remedy would be in the hands of the people, 
by the dismissal of the represeritative. It is not in the 
House of Commons where any check ought to be set up 
against the efler rvestence of popular opinion, and the 
erroneous views, Which, if zs said, the public would take 
of various questions. This check is provided for élse- 
where. It is provided against by the House of Lords, by 
the negative of the monarch, and by the influence whici, 
an established aristocracy must possess cut of the doors of 
the legislature. Was it ever intended that an alliance 
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should be formed of the two estates, and the representa. 

tives of the third, against the democracy of the realm ? 
Vould it not be monstrous that the representatives of 
the democracy should betray its interests to the aristo. 
cracy, or the monarchy ? Yet to what less can the de- 
elaration tend, that the [louse of Commons is not only 
the representative of but a portion of the people; but that 
it may choose the portion which it will represent, vary 
its choice as oflen as it pleases ; and, if it should ‘differ 
from the parties which itself selects as ifs constituents, to 
refuse to pay any attention totheir remonstrances, under 
the pretence that it is not their peculiar representative, 
but the representative of those to whom it refuses the 
elective franchise ! 

Whence did the House ef Commons derive ils power ? 
Certainly not from the King, who owes his erown to the 
people! Certainly, not from the House of Lords, which 
can havenoright to interfere with the liberties of the people. 
By what right, then, canthe House of Commons arrovate 
to itself the right of abridging the liberties, or refusing 
the rights of the people ? You are, | presume, one of 
those who would not tolerate the assertion that the House 
of Commons ought to represent itself. This is a declara- 
tion no honest man would bear; and I shall not combat 
the proposition. But it is against this consummation, 
that the reformers must take their stand, whether it ap- 
pear in practice, or be ayowed in theory. Youcan judge’ 
for yourself what it does represent; for you are a pri- 
vileged spectator of its vagaries, and have not hesitated 
to condemn them. ) 

The proper means of counteracting this evil. pre- 
dominance of peculiar interests, is what we are now 
in search of-; and to,me the means are at hand, and 
of easy application. Our ancestors were plagued with 
extravagant and tyrannical monarchs, and_ profligate 
ministers; and they stopped the waste of the one, and 
the oppression of theother, by wzthholding the supplies. 
This power they lodged in the House of Commons, as 
their security against injustice. It was a method at once 
mild, and effectual. It created no dist urbance—it hardly 
amounted to remonstrance. It was a purely defensive 
warfare against prerogative. It did not even dispute its 
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orvien.nons-—~it merely said—-* we will not enter into the 
question with you~~Wwe dishke your conduct, but we. 
‘are averse to any controversy which might lead to 
‘worse consequences—therefore we close the purse- 
« shale Go on, if you will, to amuse yourself in your 
‘own way, but do not expect us to bear the expence !” 
Now, Sir, as averse to a further contention, which 
might awaken the angrier feelings of our nature, what 
hinders but that the reformers, who are conse ientiousl y 
opposed to the sy) stem, should act upon thin principle ; 
and, as the Commons were wont to withhold the supplies 
from the crown, when its measures did not please them, 
withhold the supplies from the Commons, until their 
rights are acknowledged. There could be no greater 
treason, in nesrlec ling to pay the laxes on the part of the 
veformers. than in declining to pass mouey-bills on the 
part of the Commons. It will be said the collectors 
would seize onthe property. it may be also recollected 
‘hat Wines have levied taxes on their own authority ; but 
a reyenue hike ours can only be raised, when it is paid 
Willingiy. Chairs and tables are not available in’ the 
process of its distribution. Cows, hogs, and sheep, would 
2e bad substitutes for ready money. when driven to a 
coarkel where no iriend to hberty would bid for them. 
Tits method implies no resistance to the powers that be. 
ras adopted by the most peaceable sect in existence— 
e Quakers, with respect to tythes, though the spirit of 
the practice is a little evaded. A million of political 
Quakers, and we have more than a million of reformers, 
who would civilly tell the collector he might either take 
thcis properiy, or their persons, for the wants of the 
state ; but that they declined the trouble of providing 
him with ready money would produce a change of minis- 
ters in six months ; aud though a mere change of mi- 
nisters would eflect nothing, it is an essential prelude to 
any desirable alteration, that they should be changed. 
Yhey have not a more rooted antipathy ‘to reform, than 
the national antipathy to them. Should they offer us the 
cup of freedom, we should suspect it was poisoned with 
some of the abuses which they patronize, and dash the 
chalice frem our lips untasted. Of the good, says the 
poet, 
* Truth from their lips prevails with double swar 5° 
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but from those we suspect, even benefits are deomed in- 
juries in disguise ; and even freedom loses her charms 
when they assume the character of her agents } 

You move in a sphere whieh enables you to do much 
ood. Fhe common cant against reformers cannot be 
irected against you. Your example will have its due 

weight ; and if you seriously believe, as I do, the system 
tends to a terrible convulsion, you will endeavour te 
arrest its progress. it is only accessible through its 
finances. While the revenue flourishes, though it be 
wrung from the mortal agony ef the people, its agents 
will deem every thing flourishing, and boast of the pros- 
perity of the Jand, until the gathering storm breaks over 
their heads, and all is buried ina common ruin. It is 
sufficiently clear, that the present administration will 
hold the reins of office, while they can find the financial 
means of proceeding. To stay their career, the finances 
must be attacked, while their extravagance is exposed. 
Mr. Hume has set a good example for your guidance. 
His patient, persevering, exposure of their vulnerable 
points has galled them, more than twenty motions for the 
moderate plans of Reform. 4t is with some pain I allude 
to the little support he has received from the party with 
which you weve proud to act :—and with more contempt 
that I read the names of some of its members, as parrying 
the home thrusts which he directed against the abuses of 
the system. ‘The time is past for trials of party-strength. 
The ministers know your party has no strength, and they 
slight all its summonses to the field. When a march 
was stolen on Lord Castlereagh, on the malt duty ques- 
tion, he coolly smiled, and told you “ not to holloa! be- 
fore you were out of the wood!” But incessant attacks 
on the detail of his machinery would weary him out, in 
the necessity of being incessantly on his guard. The 
gaoler must watch, though the prisoner MAY SLEEP ; and 
the most subservient of his lordship’s under-turnkeys 
would grumble at perpetual late hours, and an obligation 
to listen to his own indifference of character, This is the 
proper duty of a representative of the people within the 
House of Commons. Out of it he should evince a cor- 
responding line of conduct, and not willingly lend him- 
self, or his purse to a system which he believes fatal to 
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his country. Such men, at the head of the people, out of 
doors, and the sentinels of their true interests within, 
would soon acquire that constitutional weight with 
the country, and due importance with the sovereign, 
that the present ministers must recede, and give 
way to the introduction of abler and better states- 
men. Without this, they are invulnerable, while the 
system can drag on its existence. You have now 
to choose, whether you will give effect to your wishes, 
and value to your conviction of the necessity of 
reform, by coming into the ranks of these who are con- 
tending for that object in “‘ spirit and intrath!” if you 
are left to your own decision, you cannot hesitate:—but 
if the voice of party should unhappily prevail, England 
inay recover her usurped rights by other means, or she 
may be finally enslaved in the chains of unmixed tyranny ; 
Hut your reputation, in either case, would be equally 
forfeited. With better hopes, and in ardent expectae 
tion, 
I remain, 
Your's, &c. 
THE BLACK DWARE. 





TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


“ The Witch,’ we rather suppose, is a genuine old weman. We 
use the term pot in reproach; for we most heartily wish the mem- 
ders of the administration were all old women—that we might have 
ihe benefit of experience. 

“The Wizard,” is probably the Witch's husband; as he for. 
wards a duplicate of advice, to which we will not attend. Our 
motto is ‘“* always the same!*’ To those who misrepresent us, we 
wish better employment. There are one or two busy blockheads 
at whoin we may ove day hurl a straw—it will be sufficient to 
crush them. For your ‘ bold-faced villains,” to whom direct 
falsehood is ** a8 failiar as household words,”’ we leave them to the 


ceproof of their prince, their father, and the father of all false. 
oode,—the Devil! 
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PLUNDER ro MARE GUCD DEFALCATIGN 
Redbridge, iste April, igo: 

Sin,—Your exertions in: bebaif of your lellow- “County men 
pv the exposure of the sinister condict of certain elasses moving 
within the vortex of eaverniient, wel deserve the thanks 
everv mani the three kingdoms, 

Permit ise. therefore, to state the fuliowimig facts :—and it you 
Sir, or any of your seaders, will ceive an opinion thereon, 
nay be of great utility to lee public at large. 

L reside ina parish sa the County of UWants. Shortly after m, 
becoming a resident here, the eoltector of taxes, became a de 
faulter. ~eSome sort af {i uggle was made of the hitile bre perty he 
Posse sse d. and anew Collector was appointed ;—not by the parish 
mM yeneral, but hy two oc three ruling elders, who were perfectly 


’ 
wre 


1? 


acqnainted, at his a4 saci tent, that bis peenuiry cire Hnstances 
were 7 eported to be tot very favorable, No security was re. 
quired, (as understand is the case in iunust parishes) notwithstand- 


gog what bad just oecurred. Fa about a twelvermenth after this 
new appolutinent, tis mmimaculate Collector, treading in the steps 
of his predecessor, beconies also a defauther and bankrupt. dn 
consequence whereof, oe bo have receipts to shew 
for the re: cular paymentof the King’s taxes, b have new cuormons 
demands made ou me, by order of ” ihe receiver of the district, in 
order to make eood both Vicse 8% iting transactions,—for swind- 
rng Lanesfeall it, when at the moment, that many worthy fa 
mihies are Gebarred a dinner in consequence of these cruel and ar- 
Ditrary exactions. Phe last of these defaulters is said to be tra- 
vi relling the cou dry am his gig, living an sivle, and making pur 
hases to the aisouul of some thousands of gp Us. 

Governiuent, | believe, gives no credit; and of course receive 
the taxes every quarter, from the Receiver-General of the district. 
The government, thereferc, naving received the taxes, and the 
people having pard then, whol more cau be enforced or required 5 
But, it appears that to be in unison with the system, the Receivers 
Irequently wink at the Collectors lolding back the money they 
have collected provided they pay fen per cent, tor the accommo- 
dation, so long as they are able todo so ;-—and ifthe Collector he- 
comes ubable i yr pray, bem permite “dd to have eney i his hands 
vojustifiably, by (his ustirious Comnmivance, the Re ‘ceiver takes what 
he can ve t fron: the Collector, and has the a fenee to calla second 


lime on the parish for an assessment. inorderto make wood his pri- 
vate debts. Can eneh be /eval? and, in these Ai ‘ partieularhs, 
wo SLCTE ft ot d berefoced DPESesGsiong to be borne? Pray, Mr. 
d.tor. publish thig statement aemay te you appear Gest, sp eilh 
sua Chazet tJ your hweis is ores hat 1 ai ry cacrte dis 

§ noGe ee: piantion a ecb Whe, you may €s 
: > He tLe ary cd gtisec ; 


% farnsiart WLACLAK 
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1HE BLACKNEB, No. LUXE, 
— 


«My Masters of Misrule! Ll have a crow to pluck with you.” 


Onn Pray. 


411. Ido not keow any word in aby language, which, next 
to the word church, has so much wiekeduess and roguery te 
auswer for, as the word zead. It is indeed an important and 
dreadful monosyllable, which when used with proper gestures 
wid emphasis, can turn a cutthroat mto a saint, and a madman 
mito a martyr. Jf can commit bloodshed and butchery, with 
imoceut hands,—destroy life and property, with a good con- 
sclence,—and dispeople nations, with applause. True zeal, ts 
a sincere and warm concern for the glory of God and the 
spiritual welfare of mankind. ‘This definition seems to me to 
take in every idea waich ought to be annexed to the word zeal, 
and sews it to be a virtue—tull of aflection, meekness, huma- 
nity, and benevolence,—and void of all choler, bitterness, ill 
will, and severity. This ts its character; and whatever contra- 
dicis it, is Dot 2 val but rage. Especial care ought therefore to 
he taken, effectually to distinguish true zeal from false, and the 
thing—from the pretence of it: for if it be not well grounded, 
it fails under the apostle’s censure of a zeal which is not ae- 
cording to knowledge. Ot the latter sort, 1s that with which 
crafty men infatuate the credulous multitnde---who take their 
religion upon trust, and their faith and zeal at second hand. 
Their godliness consists in prejudices and a set of names. 
They hate dissenters, because they do not come to church, 
and because they are strict observers of the Lord’s day, 
and seek God without book. And they are zealous for 
the church: but if you ask them what they mean by 
it, you will find it to be either the organs, the ring of 
bells, or the parson. ‘They have a zealous antipathy to 
a black cloak, which is a certain sign of a wrong religion; 
and they have a doating fondness for a black gown, which is 
an infallible mark of the true churel: they therefore abhor 
and insult the former, and honor and bow down to the latter, 
At the time when Dr. Sacheverell was suffering the law for se- 
dition, L asked one of bis mob,—who was stray gling at some 
distance from the rest, in Lincoln’ s Inn Fields, ° as they were 


Vor. VI. No. 17. 
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proceedine to demetich Daniel Burgess’s meeting house,—what 
provonedt dim to so much outrage — Daniel and his con 
gregation? Ele answered, because they had murdered Xing 
Charees the First. J then asked | bim, what he knew concern. 
ing Kine Char yst? why, aueth he, fe nes one of the 
twelve Apostles; and Dr. Sacheverveli is oni i ie vest friends 
he has tn the word f-- fonorance Is tie 1O% ner Of tals sort of 

raitits tatuer; and as iis pedigree is vue, so is its 

bratel and abomiuable. Iris “al of Knavery and 
design, and operates by foliy, wickedness, a force. It is 2 
mastlf un coupled aud hiilooed at conscience, sobriety, and 
peace, and set on to devour every good quality,---itse If HisSess. 
ingnone. {tis roused by lies, and animated by liquor, it 
combats truth with eurses, and moderation with blows. — Hts 
eourage is madness, and ites bold through blinduess. | [tnever 
has auy mercy upon others, and seldom upon itself. It takes 
the word of its driver, and intakes mischief tor merit, aud his 
word for God's. [tis the most mtserable of all slaves: it is 
blind, andit is distiacted: and its ouly treedom, 1s to act out- 
rages, and shed blood.  ltis neither blessed with enjovment 
norrest. bt boils with anger; it burns with envy; itis tor- 
tured with hatred; it is hurried headlong by all the worst pas- 
sions. Tt isineapable of happiness, and either deaf to msiruc- 
1jOn---or undone by it,-—for the moment it grows wiser---it dies, 
—fhomas Worden. Independent Whig, 1720. 


zeal, and is 
Venaviour 


——— -. 


41°. Ifthere be no difference betwiat law and no law, inthe 
point of the people of Eng aud’s subjection, then they may 
even shatup their two Houses at Westminster, and save them. 


selves the needle: 38 trouble of all thetr public consultations : 
* uw While the passive obedience doctrine remains, all the Lords 


nd Commons of Lh nglund fave no other property in thew 
ee liberties, and estates, thea the Duke of Lorraine would 
have had in bis country, wit) the French king's four bighways 
of a sine * a rile broad quite through it. It is the very 
doctrine of the bows HIB or of the goal rand block, or of the 
halter,—for [will never contend about names,—and in short it 
makes slaves and s sucrilices of a whole nation, whenever a tyrant 
comes that qill ¢ is e the advantag re of if, and exercise (fie pignit 
ofakinge. Now weare taught im this history, (2af ins ce 
cases the nation onehkt to call upon Ged, which is a cheat ofa 
siege hs for God has expressly said, (1. Sam. 8 c. 18 v.) (fae 

ewill not hear tnthat case ; bit if men will “i an oppresso 
leaves them to abide by their own folly and . vi ll Ro, 
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Sumuel Johnson. Reflections on the History of Passive 
Osedience, 1OS8Y. 


~~ ee=® 


4)3. But we know God hath not left ene man so to the 
mercy of another, that he may starve bim if he please. God, 
the Lord and Father of all, has given no one of his children, 
such aproperty in his peculiar portion of the things of this 
world, but that he has given Ins needy brother a right to the 
surplusage of his goods; so that it cannot be justly denied him, 
when his pressing wauts call for it: and therefore no man could 
ever have a just power over the life of another, by right of pro- 
perty in land, or possessions ; since }* would always be asin in 
any tian of estate, to let lis brother perish for want ot afford- 
ing him relief out of his plenty. As justice gives every mana 
title to the product of his honest industry, and the fair acqut- 
sitions of his ancestors descended to him ; so charity gives every 
man a title to so much out of another's plenty as will keep him 
trom extreme want, where he has no means to subsist other- 
wise: and aian can no more inake use of another's uecessity 
to force hin ty become his vassal, by witholding that relief God 
requires him to afford to the wants of his brother, than he that 
has more strength—can seize upon a weaker, master him to his 
obedience, and with a dagger at his throat) offer him death or 
slavery. Should any one make so perverse an use of God’s 
blessing poured an him with a liberal hand,—should any oue be 
cruel and uncharitable to that extremity,—yet all this would 
not prove-—that property in land (even in this case) gave any 
authority over the persons of men, but only that “compact 
might; since the authority of the rich proprietor, and the sub- 
jection of the needy beggar, began not from the possession of 
the lord, but the consent of the poor man, who preferred being 
his subject to starving. And the man he thus submits to, can 
pretend tono more power over him, than he has consented to upon 
compact. Upon this ground, a man’s having his stores filled in 
a time of scarcity, having money in his pocket, being in a vessel 
at sea, being eble to swim, &e. may as well be the foundation 
of rule and dominion, as being possessor of all the land in the 
world ;-—any of these being sufficient to enable me to save a 
nian’s lite, who would perish if sutch assistance were denied 
him; and any thing, by this rule, that may be an occasion of 
working upon another’ s necessity to save his life, or any thing 
dear to him, at the rate ef his freedom, may, as well 2s pro- 
perty, be nace a found tion of sovereigaty.—John Locke. 
Two Treaiises on Governinent f, 1090. ° 
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Al4. It las been advanced, that Parliaments have a power 
and right to prolong their duration, aud that the salus populi 
{requently requires it. But I do absolutely deny that a Parlia- 
ment has any legal power or right to prolong the time limited 
by law, without the consent of the electors, or people, who sent 
them to parliament, and whose representatives they are; and I 
do say, and do insist upon it, that whenever P arliaments do 

take upon themselves to prolong the time of their duration, 

such prolongation is an intringement of the liberty of the ele.- 

tors in a most essential part, and tends to destroy that freedom 
which they were chosen to defend. For liberty never was, nor 
never will be, preserved, unless those who have the powers of 
the people delegated to them, be frequently removed. [twas 
by the frequent rotation and change of magistracy in all count 
tries of the world, that freedom and independency y have been pre- 
served, It is upon this principle, we find the people of Eng- 
land at all times crying out for frequent Parliaments; and Iam 
sure if ever frequei: t Parliaments were necessary, they are essen- 
tially so in the present times.— Lord Hlillsbor ough. Debates 
in the Commons, 1751. 


415. It isthe natural disposition of man to overstretch what- 
ever power he gets into his hands. It is the same encroaching 
disposition, that puts kings upon decision by arms rather than 
by arbitration, which puts lords upon rejecting the most salu- 
tary bills, which puts them and commons upon punishing sup- 
posed offences against themselves, and which puts inferior 
courts upon punishing what they call contempt. And it is easy 
to find somewhat plausible to say in support of an unjust claim. 
But after all is said, it will still be true, that a King’s choosing 
the brutal decision of arms, rather than the rational one of ar- 
bitration by neutral powers,—that a louse of Lords or Com- 
mons taking into their own hands the punishment of supposed 
offences against themselves, instead of referring them to indif- 
ferent persons—and a court of law or Justice punishing what- 
ever it pleases to call contempt against itself, instead ot leaving 
the matter to a Jury of the supposed offender's Peers, without 
which every punishment is irregular; there is no doubt, | 
say, that all such proceedings as these are inconsistent—not 
only with justice aud liberty—but with civilization and police, 
and are the very evils complained of under tyrannical govern- 
ments, and among savages not yet regulated by government. _— 
James Burgh. Political Disquisitions, 1774. 
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LETTERS OF TIE BLACK DWARF. 
—w ake - 
Krome the Black Diearf in London, to the Fellow 
Bone at Jupan. 
VISION OF THE BLACK DWARF. 
Respected Yellow Friend, 

This is one of the seasons for English forget- 
Sulness of misery, in the noise of festivity. “The natives 
of this c ountry have a greater portion of hearty mirth in 
their composition than of aby other country. Broad 
humour is covstitutional wilh them: and in. spite of 
iythes, and taxes, When they can be jolly they will: 
rhag have stated holidays } in the year, like the slaves at 
Japan. but less frequently ; and then they roar, and sing, 
and clap their hands, and i nce, regardless of every thing 

bert the mirth of the moment. lam fond of merriment ; 
hough | had rather be a spectator than an actor in its 
scenes. And as this isa week in which business is in 
ceneral suspended, and even St. Stephens’ is at peace, | 
iby a ramble to the fairs in the vicinity of the metropo- 
, to witness ihe endeavours made to grasp at transitory 
a doe by the thoughtless erowd. My adventures 
are not werth the recilal. Jn the bustle | escaped any 
narticular notice, being generally taken for a child of 
eight or nine yeai's old : : and very often some kind soul 
would clear the way for me, by an exclamation of 
‘don't hurt the poor boy ;” and’ tl hen, patting me on 
the back they would recommend me to get out of the 
crowd as fast as Leculd! At last I reached my solitary 
home, and throwing my tired limbs upon my pallet, my 
dead swimming with the noise of rattles, and my eyes 
aching with the recollection of the myriads of animate 
and inanimate objects E had seen, I fell fast asleep. My 
Visions were confused transcripts of the scenes I had just 
left. The beautiful varieties of Greenwich Park—its 
Zentie sloves, its steep, but smoot declivities, its half- 
ued trees, i's distant views ef land and Water, —its 

v endid ee ae and its glad ee Wooing the fresh 
rtese—all danced belore my eyes-—with the countiess 
Suabiiudes that ian thie ofittering > but tinsel mart of 
wcasuve!l Methoughi, a storm th reatened. and | took 
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shelter in a gloomy building, whose open dvuors, seemed 
to invite me to its protection. It had some faint resem- 
blance, [ thought, to a certain chapel, near Westminster 
Abbey ; and entering I could have sworn it wasa fac 
simile of the interior of that celebrated place; only that 
jt was much larger, and fitted up in the most extraor- 
dinary manner. In fact, it seemed a counterpart of the 
fair I had just seen. The sides were occupied with stalls, 
and booths, of various descriptions ; and the most cele- 
brated orators, metamorphosed into shew-men, were 
elaborate in the description of their various rarities, and 
indefatigable in their endeavours to persuade passengers 
to step into the “ most amusing booth in the whole fair.” 
Lam glad, thought I, that some of my friends, whom I 
had feared would never have recourse to any reputable 
mode of life, have begun, at least to work for their own 
bread ; and immediately began to look out for some of 
my old acquaintances: but they were so disfigured, by 
their odd dresses, and fool’s caps, that it was with the 
greatest difficulty I could decypher their countenances. 
Nay, if it had not been for the means by which the ass was 
discovered not to be a lion, namely by his braying, 1 had 
been sorely disappointed; but their voices, or what 
served them for voices, assisted me most materially. 

The first shew which attracted my attention was the 
Dragon of Wantley! At the door was a stout short man, 
stuttering out its qualifications, in stentorian notes, but 
utterly unintelligible, in any other expression than— 
** only a penny—walk in and see!” As the sum was so 
small, | thought I entered ; when to my infinite sure 
prise, | discovered the shew-man personating the shew-— 
being the dragoj in doors, and the recommender of the 
dragon without | I was about to remonstrate; and hinted 
my intention toa bye-stander, who acknowledged he saw 
the cheat, as well as I did; but that it would be danger- 
ous to mention it. Well, thought I, this is strange 
enough ; and I enquired whether he thought other peo- 
ple saw it, as well as us. He answered—*“ there lies the 
** danger :—they have all agreed not to see, and to 
* knock out every body’s brains, who attempts to open 
* their eyes!” and by way of caution, he advised me, as: 
i stranger, lo say nothing, whatever I might think ; add- 
ing—* this i the carnival of impesture ; and the Dra- 























THE BLACK DWAR®. 598 


“ gon of Wantley is only a clumsy specimen of all the 
“yest.” Leaving my friendly monitor, I thought J 
~wandered on, gazing alternately at either side of the 
fair. In one corner [ thought I saw an old woman, as 
like what the Chancellor of the Exchequer would be in 
petticoats, as it is possible to guess. She kept a bootle 
for old rags ; and appeared to have a great deal of cus- 
tom ; — attended by a familiar, whom I imagined 

might: be the Hag of Threadneedle Street, from her 
_owitch-like appearance. -Over the booth were a-few gzlé 
gingerbread toys, which [ understood by a label were to 
be sold after the first ef May. The old booth-woman 
had, besides, ‘for sale, a few oid Bibles, and Prayer- 
beoks, which she admitted it was quite shocking to sell, 
but pleaded she had.no use for'them. A spruce, well- 
titted up booth, near the end, next attracted my atten- 
‘tion. “A great bowl was constantly supplied by a smalt 
stream issuing from the mouth ef a harlequin; and a 
spruce dapper dandy of a waiter, withthe “ fundamen- 
“tal features” of Lord Castlereagh, was attending to 
serve the customers with “ genuine royal flummery,” 
which a large shew board announced was there to he 
had, of the very best quality! A large number of little 
‘bowls were ready to accommodate the byestanders ; and 
I saw a group of farmers, and Catholics, waiting their 
turn, with the greatest anxiety ; though, by the 
‘wry faces of those who got served, and the laughter 
of those who seemed to know the booth, F thought 
the longer they waited, the better it would be for them. 
Some of his custom rs wanted their pence again, but he 
‘very readily answered, “they knew what they came 
‘* for: he dealt in nothing but flummery; and if they 
“wanted strong beer, or bread or cheese, they should 
‘have gone to another shop!” but assuring them at the 
same time, that his /Zumimery was better for them than 
either; and infinitely superior to the famous ale of 
Boniface ; adding that “he had Zived all his life upon 
“* flummery ; and hoped te die before his stock was ex- 
** hausted !” 

Opposite the side of this flummery booth, was ano- 
ther fitted up with much greater skill and taste. It 
rivalled Evrington’s famous shop on Ludgate Hill, in 
éleganee and display; and the people were running in 
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sjjoals to admire its (ashe . and brilliance. IT incautious- 
ly entered with the ¢ ‘rrowd, lo see what the owner sold ; 
when to my great astonishment it was caepty! while j 
Was wondering what suc ha splendid booth could have 
been erected for, a harlequin entered, and I thought I 
could perceive a slight resemblance of my _ friend 
Mr. ( ‘anning ; but the likeness could not be very striking 
of one who resembles nothing. The company stared 
like myself, but we were told to be sealed; and Mr. 
Harle quin said, “i dare scy you wonder | have no- 
‘ thing to sell, though [have set up so excellent a booth! 
** the truth i is, it is very expensive to keep stocks on 
“ hand, aud as | deal in every thing, it would be pecu- 
larly hard upon me, to keep a large stock of every 
6 thine. No | manage better; and keep nothing ! Look 
“at my wand, lam a gvenuine harlequin, and possess 
** the magical powe er of being any thing 1 wish for at the 
‘moment! Only say what you would have, and it is be- 
‘tore you ina tninute 1" So siying, he shifted behind 
bts gew-oaw counter; and as fast. as any thing was re- 
quired, having first ascertained that his ‘ustomers could 
pay, he touc ‘hed the board, and it lay before them. 
When it came to my turn, I veuaieel fora microscope, 
thal } might examine a minute glittering insect, which 
had been atlempting ‘to stig me ‘for some lime; but he 
abruptly remarked, that he did not deal with radicals, for 
such he perceived I was, by objecting to be stung 
by so beautiful an insect, aid immediately vanished ! 
Turning to leave the booth, a little diz nosed to laugh 
outright, saw all Ins customer s coming back again, com- 
plaining that their purchases had all nanished out of 
their bands and pockets, as soon as they got out. But 
complaints were useless. The splendid booth was trans- 
formed into the cart of a travelling gypsy, and a copper 
coloured fellow told us he would tell our fortunes to a 
little, at two pence a head, as he was the king of the 
conjurors, and a lineal descendant of Bamfylde Moore 
Carew. ‘But for this boast of lineal descent, I should 
have taken the gypsy, and the harlequin for the very 
same persons. J hobbled on a little farther, when I was 
inost rudely stopped by an trishiman, resembling M—— 
of G——, who hawled out—* my cock’s up—a half- 
penny a shiy !? and was putting sticks into every -body’s 
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bands, te throw at his painted snuff-boxes, and wooder 
Jemons! | | 
At the farther end was a queer looking man, of 
vey decent manners, who appeared to keep a shew of 
wild beasts; all of which, however, he vouched to’ be 
excellently well behaved, and quite obedient to the 
standing orders. Amoung other living curiosities, | 
aoticed an Lrish man-tiver of very decent outward beha- 
viour, Who seemed on yery intimate terms with acrying 
and a daughiny hyena, who were in the same cage. 
These animals retained none of the ferocity of their wild 
state; but an under keeper told me they were not the 
less dangerous on that account. There was the greatest 
abundance of jackads, who were divided into two species 
—the tiger-jackal, and the lion-jackal. The former 
seemed the more domestic of the two; and I was told 
lived principally za-doors, and were well fed. The 
others run here and there, and made a great noise ; 
I did not observe they caught any thing to eat; 
but what amazed me the most, was that there was 
no lion in the collection. A few specimens of the 
English mastiff, pleased me exceedingly; but one of 
the keepers said they were very careful how they ad- 
mitted mastiffs, as the jackals had an antipathy to them ; 
and would ofteu fall pell-mell upon them, and endeavour 
to worry them to death. The finest they then had be- 
longing to the collection, he said, they had been obliged 
to remove for a short time to another menagerie, near 
St. George’s-fields, because, though excellently tem- 
pered, he had retorted some attack of the jackals, and 
viven them a taste of his strength. 1 enquired if there 
were any crocodiles in the collection ; and the keeper re- 
plied in the negative ; he said the crying hyena had lone 
been mistaken for a crocodile; but it had recently been 
discovered that he belonged to the former species, by his 
rapidity of turning, a quality the crocodile does not pos- 
sess. There were a few sloths, and some very pretty 
moukies, that excited a good deal of merriment among 
the female spectators! Of the birds, were parrots, that 
could, and that could not speak :—jays, magpies, rooks, 
and blackbirds. I thought I saw a cormorant: but was 
informed the only one they had, which was called the city 
cormorant was not in his place, being extremely uawell. 
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The collection of sentiles was rather numerous, but not 
very peculiar.. The toad-eaters was the most numerous ; 
but these insects are too common, in Aigh places, to at- 
tract any particular notice. Two or three enormous 
muck-worms were exhibited. 1 had forgot to menition- 
among the beasts, that there was a- sample of the: finest, 
fattest, ant largest rats, lev er saw ; and I wasastonished’ 
how they could be so p! ump and sleck ; for the keeper: 
assured me they were only fed upon cheese-paring®. 
and candle-ends! one of the inferior attendants how- 
ever whispered —* the flummer y-man is very fond of 
‘‘them; and often sends ’em a tit-bit from his table!” 
This is improving the matter, said [, but they look too 
well, to live even upon the addition of flummery 
si Aye, ” said the man in return, “ but the flummery. man 
“© dees not cat flummery himself, bless ye! He only 
“sells that, to buy roast beef, and such like!” Well, 
thought I, then the rats may account for their plump 
jackets ; and passed on to the next exhibition, which was 
of war-work, and as naturalas life. This L understood 
was a joint concern; and, indeed, I thought I saw re- 
semblanees of Brother Brazge, Holme Hearsay, Long 
Pole, and various others, " officiating as virgirs to the 
shew, with iong, grave faces, and beef-eaters apparel. 
There was a model of the constitution, as large as life, 
and as they said “in most admirable condition!” Ft was 
surrounded with a chevaux de frieze of bayonets, sup- 
ported by cannon at each corner, to keep any one from 
touching. They told a strange legendary tale of its 
having been deposited there, by ‘the owners, who did not 
know what to do with it ; ‘and that Mr. ‘John Bull, to 
whom it originally belonged, paid them very hand 
somely for the prodivious — care they tesk of it; which, 
with the fees they cbtained in the exhibition, enabled 
them to live tolerably well, upon the whole. A rough, 
sturdy looking farmer behind me, said this account was 
alla hum—that he was a descendant of old John, whe 
never meant to leave it out of the family ; but, some how 
or other, the erecufors had gothold of it, for safet ty ; and 
no more was ever heard of it, until it was brought here. 
fora shew! Headded the shew-folk might have come 
by it fairly, but they ought to be made to give anaccount 
ot the way it got into their possession, and to restore it to 
the right owner! This raised a general disturbance, and £ 
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hastened out of the shew, without seeing several other an- 
cient relies, antong which I was told were Magna Charta, 
the Bill of Rights, the Act of Settlement, &c. &c. But 
as they were only models, and much the worse for wear, 
perhaps my loss was not so very great. At the foot of 
this booth, an odd sort of fellow, half farmer, haif 
broker, crossed me, with @ pack on his shoulders, which 
a bye stander said was loaded with game, stolen from 
the preserves of Squire Cobbett ; but whetirer they called 
him Baring, or said there was no bearing such matters, 
f could not decide ; but I did disfinctly hear that he tra- 
velled under the pretence of hawking the commodities ef 
one Dr. Copplestone! The next person that attracted my 
notice, kept a booth for the sale of whipt syllabubs, and 
curds and whey. It was a little old woman, the expres- 
sion of whose countenance would have done no discredit 
to Mr. Wilberforce, in one of his most animated orations. 
There was the eager anxiety to persuade her customers 
that whipt syllabubs and curds and whey, where the 
most wholesome things in the world ; and that if the one 
did any harm, the other would act as a qualifier. She 
seemed to pocket the pence pretty freely; or to speak 
more correctly, two or three dependants took that trouble, 
while she handed the sy//abubs about. 

Several companies of comedians endeavoured to at- 
tract customers, by announcing the performance of va- 
rious dramas :—“* The Hypocrite” seemed a general fa- 
vorite; and each company boasted a Cantwell anda 
Maw-worm of its own; but I was told these characters, 
though often attempted, were played but indifferently 
belaw—though upstairs they were better provided A 
farce called Chance. medley was advertized at eve 
booth ; and a new song, called the Chapter of Accidents, 
Was always encored by the audience, as I thought mv- 
self informed, I was about te enter a booth, where a 
serious drama, called Reform, was about to be perform- 
ed, when the scene suddenly changed, and the horrid 
tragedy performed at Manchester, onthe 16th of August, 
13819, presented itself to my disgusted imagination. T he 
assembly of the tens of thousands was before me—I saw 
the farce of atiempling to read the riot act, by men who 
were too much frightened to utter asyllable, addressed to 
the multitude, who could not have heard it, had it been 
read by a Stentor. [heard the generous cheer of the 
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multitude, returned by the savage war-Whoop of tie 
Yeomanry —the infuriate charge— the indiscriminate. 
slaughter—and as the death-shrick rung in mine ears, ¥ 
started and awoke! = Thy friend and well-wisher, 
THE BLACK DW ARE : 
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LEPTERS TO. THE BLAC ik D WARE. 





Letters of a Blue Sprite to the Black Dwarf. 


DEFENCE OF TITE NEAPOLITANS. 
Friend Dwarf. 

[Tam sorry some friends of freedom’ should 
fall to abusing the Neapolitans at so unmerciful a rate, for hav. 
ing failed to ‘achieve all the good, that some sanguine spirits 
have antic ipated. And I am more than all angry at Mr, Ane- 
creon Moore, for having lent his muse to aantiiiiae some 
very despicable reasoning, which he lias made appear plausible 
inrhyme! Tsay, the Neapolitans have entitled themselves to 
the respect of the world, notwithstanding they may have dis- 
appointed its brillant expectations. Grant that they have not 
done all that might have been hoped for—will Mr. Moore be 
just enough to look at what they have done, They threw off 
the yoke of a domestic usurpation, in the noblest manner, and 
emancipated themselves, without bloodshed, or disorder, from’ 
the felters of a bad system. They could not be cowar ds who 
did this ; for cowards are always insolent in success, and crue! 
when they have power / In diminishing the power, they respect. 
ed the person of their Monarch ; and, in mere 1 respect for his 
person, perpetuated in his family a limited authority! — In this 
they might have been too confident in the purity of their inten- 
tions, and the justice of their cause ; but would cowards— 
would men unworthy of freedom have acted so magnanimously ? 
While they retained authority, there is not one instance of vin- 
dictive feeling against its past excesses. It was a pure reform- 
ing spirit, which actuated all; and the revolution was effected 
with less of tumult aud outrage, than an English election exhibits 
in a single day; way, in a single hour! Could cowards, des- 
picable cowards, have beeu capable of this forbearance! The 
proposition ts altogether absurd and preposterous :-—and before 
any one ventures to blame them for their subsequent conduct, 
let them duly appreciate the commencement of the revolution— 
then look at the union of the military, and the pepulace, in the 
determination to be free; and consider the effect which this sin- 
gular event had upon the Holy Alliance. Tt is very uatural for 
the ministerial Journals in England, to rail at the Neapolitans, 
fey not walling to have their throats ent by the Austrian slaves, 
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Ties would have preferred (hear being disposed of im that way ; 
and having engaged thi ir le athe rs to betray them, they also na- 
turally fect angry at the escape of their victim’. ‘That Naples 
might have been effectually defended, is, perhaps, true ; and 
that the Austrians are not properly punished for their aggres- 
sian, is amatterof regret. But may not this happen hereafter ? 
Will the Austrians leave Naples? Then is the Constitution 
proclaimed again! Willthey remain there?) Who is to defray 
the expence of a military occupation of Naples ? And what 
Huropean power will be quite at ease, under au Austrian pos- 
esston af the two Sicilies? Th ough the blow struck at Aus- 
tian dominion in Etaly, has failed of being immediately fatal, it 
will finally be mortal. t was necessary such a demonstration 
erainst Ir: anny should be mace; and it has convinced all the 
mnor cdespo lisms of the Continent, that they cannot sustain 
diemselves against the spirit of the age, without having re- 
course to the aid of foreign mercenaries! Is it rething, to have 
aught tyranny this? Is it methine, to have toru up by the 
very roots, those prejudices upon which tyranny stands? Is it 
HOLA, to sais proclaimed even a wish for freedom? Let 
those nations -end Mr. Moore can point to one, which dare 
not breathe a sigh for Hberty, answer these questions! It ts 
easy to rail . I usfortune ; at nd very comnion to overlook the 
venerous yashness which leads to it! Suppose we allow that 
ihe Neapolitans were afraid to meet the Austrians in open bat- 
ve, amd had not skill, or perseverance, to devise and practise a 
“stem of warfare, better calentated for the developement of 
they natural ia artificial means of defence! what does this 
concede, but that they have a greater desire for freedom, than 
: knowle .lee of the means by whiéh it is to be secured! Had 
Napre heen only carsed with a domestic enemy, she would 
hive removed it ? ts this a trifle? Let those who are the slaves 


of domexic enemies, sit in judgment upou her, if they think it 
becomes their modesty. 

Dy: tv, Gir. does Naples ex Inibit li iif SO despie: able a fivure as 
France at the present momer.t ? [sit not true, that a foreign 
force twice marched to the French capital, in three. years, and 
seated, and heep upon the throne, a dynasty to which great 
part ot th Toe the 1} Is opposed 5 wail for which the remainder 
Nave no attection 2? ftom iv bes said that France did not submit 
Without a strugale, But eho made the struggle? ONE MAN; 


“ithat man wet a nativee? France! After the battle of Wa. 
, What brodered France from contesting the march of the 
‘tors to Paris? Et was accompanied even with more ease than 
e Austrian march to Neples ; and the fetters of France were 
setied F 


; + ~yo oe A ¢ f ~*~] , ey ‘a . 
by er own consent! . Those of Naples may yet be 
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shaken off, and dashed in the faces of her invaders. There j§ 
another consideration, in defence ot the Neapolitans. Naples 
1s one of the smallest states. Fianee is one of the largest, 
When the de-pots of Europe leagued against France, ber. re- 
sources were extensive. Naples had no rescurces. The friends 
of freedom, indeed, cheered her exertions, but aflorded nothi: ne 
in the shape of substantial assistance. ‘The English minists vat. 
fected a neutrality, which was, in fact, to declare for the inva. 
sion, It was a vile tr ek, probably founded on the knowledge 
that Naples would be betrayed. To pre daim neutrality 1) 
such a case, Was similar to the conduet of one who seeing a boy 
expirmg under the force of some brute of a man, should say 
‘otis no business of nine; LT wish weil to both parties, but can. 
‘not interfere!” A word from Engiend would have saved the 
liberties of Naples! and they were invaded oa the full eanvie- 
tron that word would not be spoken. ‘That the public teeling 
in favour of freedom is strong at Naples, we need no other 
proof, than that there is no mention of vindtetive proceedinas, 
What hingings, drawings, guarterings, bekcadings, lrans- 
portations, fines, avd imprisonments, would foilow such a bu- 
siness in some countries that could be named.  Despotism is 
not less cruel at Naples, s, but more fearful; and instead of re- 
venge, It talhs of con iliation ! This may be pretence ; but it 
shews to what despotisin is driven; for it would not have re: 
course to the pretence, Without ample necessity. “Phe Rang is 
to give the Neapolitans a Constitation | “This ts one of the mi- 
serable sublerfuges of royal cant! W hatever they obtain, the 
Neapolitans will owe to themselves alone :—and the nee essity of 
granting them something, proves they are not considered such 
despicable cowards, by those who ought to know them better 
than they are known in England. 

Do, Mr. Dwart, tell a certain boasting, blundeting, ponder- 
ous Journal, not to use such silly terms of reproach ; but en- 
deavour to make his own countrymen set such an e xaimple as 
the world might be proud to follow ; instead of railing at en- 
deavours, which, if not the best (hat could be made, weiecate a 
disposition that ought to be encouraged, and a wish that ought 
to be gratified. Brute force does uot prevail only at Naples; 
and if all who bear it without resistance are despicable cowards, 

l can only sav that the re are few conntries whe re cowardice » 
not the order of the day: ~and of all men i the world, Mr. 
Anacreon Moore should be silent upou this subject. The axiow 
that “fora apres to be free, it is sutticient that spe wills it,” 33 
pot true. A sia 2 must pave ive means to Carry its will into 
effect; < 1d whether the means are wot wiliii its reach, oF it 2a8 
not the skui fo apply them, is equally a preventative of us iree- 
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dom. America, at ficst, was as little disposed tor pitched bat- 
eles as the Neapolitans. She retreated betore the British ar- 
mies as rapidly ; and had America only equalled Naples in ex- 
rent, Who will venture te say she would have successiully main- 
tained her struggle against the tyranny of Kugland ? 

It is the part of every well-wisher to the cause of freedom, 
foencourage every effort in favour of liberty ; to raise up those 
who fall, and to comfort the weak-hearted. ‘hat Naples 
should have breathed the word revolution, would have amazed 
the statesmen of the commencement of the last century! Yet 
she is now calunmiated, and slandered, because having pro- 
claimed herself free, and established a system of government 
which shames the contradictory absurdities of the English code, 
she was not able to maintain it against an army of Austrian mer- 
cenaries! Mo more of this fooling, let us pray. But giving 
credit to the Neapolitans, for what they have wished, and what 
they have dared to do, let us enveavour to assist them in their 
march, and net throw obstacles, or abuse, in their way. 

Yours, &e. 


A BLUE SPRITE. 





UNION BETWREN THE CATHOLICS OF IRELAND, AND 
THE REFORMERS OF ENGLAND. 


-——~-iie— 


The House of Lords has thrown out the Catholie Bill, as wean. 
ticipated; aud the Catholics have to commence their work anew. 
To repair the old web ts quite useless; no hope now ts leit tor them, 
in applications to the iegislature for a partial relief. The next heir 
to the throne has declared himself hostile, to what is eatled Catholic 
emancipation; and, of course, during his reigu, whenever he 
may ascend the throne, the measure will never receive the royal 
sanction, should it ever pass through the two other branches of 
the legislature. It was candid, on the part of the Duke of York, 
though somewhat ungracious, to make such a declaration; but 
since it has been made, we trust the Catholics will profit themselves 
of it:—and Jose no more time in futile petitions for what it is be- 
forehand determined to refuse. Since the Catholics first began to 
petition for relief, mere than one gencration has been swept into 
the grave; and they are not advanced one iotaon their march. It 
will be said they havc obtained concessions. We deny this. They 
have only obtained the appearance of concessions. Some of the 
Peval Jaws against them have been repealed it is true: but the spi- 
rit of the age had reduced them to dead letters on the statute-book. 
They could not have been enforced, without producing an open re- 
Yellion. It was useless for any statute tu enact, that a Protestant 
might stop a Catholic, if he met bin on horseback, and mnsist upon 
is bourse, on the pavinent of five pounds, though the animal oeht 
vé worth a hundred, DThis was tte few ! but no one, in these 
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rITWyes, wonid dari io vcohice {! eC existence of sus ty a law; e¥ceut lib 


pidicule is folly, or to exeerite Ibs Wij uslice. Such stattites are 
anty calenlated, like almanacks, for the year in which they are 
cnade ; and they are often oseless in that. Whether they are for- 
mally re peale ‘dor pot, is imonatertal. ‘Phere is now tn that collec. 
tion of snischieveus absurdities, the statutes at large, an act pré- 
hibitiag the enterlamment of ** evil spirits” with fish, flesh, o¢ 
fowl! ander sume grievous penattics. No one thinks of propos- 


rsvor 


mie the repeal of such . memorandum of pachamentary stupidity ! 

Yet aim agistrate woul ld be deemed an ass of more than ordinary 

diuensions, who could contemplate any possibility of reference to it 

esativing law. It has been lelt to die qm ietly in its bed; and 

taust of the penal laws against the Catholies expired in the same 

vay, loag before they were struck off the list, which their folly and 
HPO arily COMEE buted to diszrace, 


' 


Phe coucession of ine elective franchise 1g a dedusion~a_ mere 
delusion. Itis of ne value to any one, iw the present systein ; even 
NW where it exercised with the greatest integrity and judgment. 

uy pose allthe Irish representatives were chosen annu ally, by bal- 
bot, and by the votes of all the male population of Trek: ind, it would 
bea mochke ry of represe ntation, to seud them to be outvotcd by a 
vajortty, Chasen ine another mode; or, to speak more properly, 

'ecled toe ounlens ict the real representatives of the people. The 
chains of the Catholics have not m any way been ligbtened ; nor 
vill they ever be by their opponents, without they are absolute! 
five into concession by their fears. Mr. Bankes had the auda- 
erty to deelare that Mr. Pitt only ap peared to make concessions 

ihe Catholics, in his dread that they might adopt the principles 
of the Brench Revolutiontsts ! -o thatit was to the French Re- 
volutwon the Cathohes were realiy indebted for what they have 
reeenved | We do tot considee it i que stion of re ligion, in any sense. 

hen the Dukeof York taiks about the Protestant re ligion being 
i parlot the constitution, which Ae is) bound to support, we In- 
voluntarily remember sume certam scenes disclosed, relative to the 
filing up the vacancies of the protestant eburch, at the purchased 
reconmunendation of acouriecen! And there 
eentlemen woo are 
who lave 


are some few other 
stout sticklers tor the detence ot the church, 
evinced their regard for it, a) a most extraordinary way. 
Vheauestion is once of profit aud loss. There isa certain de- 
cree at patronage, which may be perhaps more properly called 
public spoil, which is divided among the ruling faction, for the 
mest part, with a liltle taste for the out-faction, just to sharpen its 
appelite for farther pariicipation. By confining this spol within 
the linits of the Protestant church, the number of claimants is 
doas, and there wm more tor cach. ftos feared. if the Cathelies are 
adoitted withia the sacred pale of secures, and all other good 
things, thers may not be a boue for every cur; and that some 

, Ire How accust Oi ned to wear ad purple and fine 
linen,” and to «fare suimptuously every day, might not even be 
avle to obtain an oveasional snap! There is so much io divide; 
is devided, are asked to allow others 
pshare. liis by uo means difficult tu conjecture that 


lncky fenows, whoo 


and those amengst whom jt 
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the result willbe a denial. It would be a coursagsimile, to say 
such a request would resemble the sagacity of a traveller, who 
having had his pocket picked, should propose to the robber a 
fair division of the spotl:—some will say itis similar to the case 
of an assembly of beggars, who, when quietly dividing the pra- 
ceeds of the day's cant, are called upon by another party who have 
been unsuccessful, to share, and share alike. If it be replied, the 
parallel does not hold, because the Catholic has rights, we’answec 
that those rights are not admitted, by the ruling party. They 
are ouly rights in the eye of reason. ‘They are not rights in the 
sight of power. Look at the conduct even of the Catholic advo- 
cates! Dothey not all assume the right of the legislature to do 
what it pleases with the Catholics, as with every one else. Does 
it not talk about its generosity, and liberality, in reading peti- 
tions, to which it does not mean to pay any attention. It is 
to the wisdom of parliament, and its goodness, thatevery thing 
isto be referred. it is altogether a question of expedience, with 
those to whom it is addressed. ‘The Catholie is neither to be con- 
sulted, nor considered, If it be remarked, that its propositions 
imay not please, or satisfy, the Catholic, it boldly declares that it 
does not meet to consult Catholic inclination ! and that the Catho- 
lic body must receive what the legislature pleases to confer! Me, 
Canning said, ** he should like to see any body of men presume 
to express their disfike of any law, which Parliament should think 
proper to enact!” and, though this incipient threat is ridiculous, 
as he may see thousands who dislike a variety of laws, yet it is 
quite certain that the ministry feel themselves quite powerful 
enough, to make, and to enforce laws against the public inclina- 
tion. Thus, where every thing is treated as a matter of mere 
expediency, of which the present ruling party are the sole judges, it 
follows that nothing will be ever granted, which it ts inexpedient 
for party to grant :—and it can never be otherwise than inearpedi- 
ent tu diminish patronage, by an admission of right. 

Some credulous Catholics, may not perceive their cause is fixed 
upou a wheel, which, whether tt goes round slower or faster, 
never removes from the sane place, They may now consider 
getting into the House of Lords a step in advance. There would 
be little consolation in this, if it were to be bandied in and out of 
the House of Lords, as it has been in and out of the House of 
Commons for the last half century. Lefore the House of Lords 
could be induced to adopt it, the House of Commons might 
change its mind, on a change of ministry, and refuse to sanction 
what it had before agreed to. ‘The ministry are now divided on the 
subject; which leaves the ministerial majority at Itberty to differ 
also. But, suppose Mr. Peel in the place of Lord Castlereagh, and 
the case is altered. Wehave no doubt, that if the Bill came down 
from the Lords with any amendment, and Mr. Peel were in the in- 
terim made prime minister, that it would be throwa out by a 
large majority :—for it is almost universally admitted that an ex- 
ertion of influence on the part of the ministry can command a ma- 
jority! Thus were every thing the result of a candid mode of pro. 
ceeding, it would be folly to calculate upon the passiog of the 
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Lower House, as any advantage. There is besides ihe ;Monarch . 
ind if the Dake of Neweasile be worthy of credit, the present 
King would net sign suck a Bil, did it pass both Houses. This 
he says, bhinseif and some others are © well aware ol.’ All hopes 
of the success of the Bill, then, weover ter the present reign; and 
for ithe next, if the Duke of York succeeds :—and for the third, 
if the Duke of Clarence succeeds the Duke of York! fer his 
proxy was given against the Billi! What a hopeless pursuit is 
offered to the Cathol ic! But the case is still mor desperate : — 
for we are inchned to think, the seeret of its passing the Lower 
House, is to be touud in the conviction that it would be rejected 
by the House of Lords, Many an honourable member might 
aftect afdegree of Liberality, by ceiving a uscless vote for the ex- 
prectant C: atholic. To difvrence of opinion, if there be any, among 
the ministers, reudered the House of Coinmons an untit place for 
the strangling of the Bul. Tt would be much more convementyl 
dispatched in the House of Lords:—there Lord Castlereagh was 
uot present, to be compelled to use his white handkerchief, 


‘To hide the tears of grief he could not shed 1? 


nor to affect that © fundamental” regret, which * hacknied states. 
“men must!’ No sooner had it entered the doors, but the Lord 
Chancellor sprung upon it, to give tlits death-blow. It withered 
as his omimous notes greeted its appearance; and from that hou: 
its doom - sealed. Lord Donoughmore might as well have 
put it ia his pocket, and walked eff lt was alimest barbarous to 
have it ioemally laid | upen the table, to be flasiiy Knocked on the 
bead, after two days manghnr, inste ad of dissection. Of Mr. 
Plunket we shall say notht in harsh, since he is sa fering under a se 

vere domes, aMlictio We WD the conse enti ous (C: tholic ought ” 
thank God most de voutly that this bul h as vot pause ds and to pray 
as sincerely thy. it Mr. Plunkett may never introduce another; for he 
has taken the Catholic cause tate bis hands, al since he bas chosea 
to bringin a bili contrary to his pledge to the Catholies, with- 
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out consulting, aud professing vet fo care tor thew opinions, he 
may possibiy reuew bis application year after year. wpom his own ac. 


count / as ameans vot of serving the Catholic, but sume one else 
for whem he eran enterianis 3 very particular regard. 

Mr. O'Couneil has very abiy potated out what course the Ca- 
tholic should take. He has not oniy declared himself a Reformer, 
but a radia! Reformer ; aid cals upon the Catholics to join the 
hosis, and arrange themselves uacer the banners of reform, as the 
only means left, te premise thei suceess. They must raise their 
tone, aud temper their demand to the spirit of a ave. The Re 


S emeenam ba ae _ - = Dae oa y oe P 
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the fired chaiking of ** ne pe 
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wonted magical ecseCe Cho ifruated ignorance. 2ae most inorant 

apprentice dae city wou feel fimself dispraced by the excla- 
; ‘ % . ’ — 6: 

mation, Biyotey has beer criven back te her citadel, and en- 


treucDimnenis, in the Universities, and on toe beach of bisheps. The 


public mind is emancipated fron her control. and the public judg 


webt has resumed : 
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lia order to facilitate the union of the Catholics of Ireland with 
the Reformers of Kogland, in the attack upon their common foe, 
a meeting of the friends of e:vil and relbeious liberty was held at 
the Freemusors Yaverp, on Wedvesdayv fast; at which the follow- 
ing Resolulions were Uuantmously Be sacs They are calculated 
to make d strong iupression in lreland,as weil as in England. When 
ath ee ts of the « “impire are mp upon the essential. necessity of 
that form to which they point, and that total separation of 
church and state, the advaniag e e ot which America exhibits to tbe 
world, the fears of the Borunghmongers, (the only sensitive part 
a 


of their nature.) will aBect for us, what we ask in vain froin their 
Wisdom, or their justice. 


RESOLUTIONS 
Passed at a Meeting of some Friends of Civil and Religious Liberty, Held af 
ihe BF; CPMUASONS Li vez, Me ednuesduy ols pi ; if 18, seh, 


Masgor CARYWRIGHT IN THE CHAIR, 


1. That the wine in the reyceted Catholic Bill, whieh, under the penal 


ties of « misdemeanour, required from Catholic Priests an obyecttona ble 


vath, for Catholi bo: hopes Shad deans the chpype ‘obation oft the crawl, and tor 


Caiholie spirita: deorrespondence, the inspection and indorsement of a Se- 
eretary of State, bad the Bill paswed, would have beem uncoustitutional, 
destruciive of freedom of corse wnce, wid a renewal ot relisions persecution 

2, That those clouses, by giving to the Crown the whole patronape of a 
ehurch, composed ot OO bishops and deans, JOOU paroehial and othee clergy, 
and > millions ef iu ‘uple, would have tended to destroy ihe remaining libes- 
bes of the whale empire, prevent a peaceful and constitutional Parlia- 
mentary Reform, and ultiaately produce the horrors of civil war and rewolu- 
tion. 

3. That the voluntary contributions of their flochs being, according to the 
Christian law, the proper source of maintenance fur the mivisters of cc 
gion, the pensioning of the Catholic clergy, ia the manner spoken of by Lorg 
Castlereagh in his place in Parlicment, as intended to tollow the pas ange of 


(da 


the sa'd bi, would bave been a culpable rofsappiication of the public mo- 


bey, equally inpurious to relivion, morality, and civil liberty. 

4. That in the said ball fs contained a discordanee between is preamble 
amd is enactments ; for the preamble promised the Catholics an enjoyment 
ofthe benefits and advaniages of the cConsrieurton and Government,” 
and to interest thea in the defence of their common RIGHTS AND Liber 


>. 
PiFS ) whereas certain ot the enactments imapased des radia exciusions and 


tditions, and effectually violated constitutional rights and &@ herties, 

5 Uhatthe consrirurton, which ag a common birthright, hath been 
mherited tyy all the various religious denominations of which the nations of 
cut two islands ate mow ¢ mposee, and who, notwithstan ding ’ the occasional 
enactments of anconmstitutional statutes, are equally ents itled “to ils benefits 
aud advants 


serve 


° 1 ‘ 
BUCS 5 is Cite VErVv Same CONSTITUTION 25 Was CL jeved Ina pre- 


by our countrymen whea they were all Roman Catholics; and, 
Moreover, that itis the 


— ’ aid : } . rw saat, 
e identical CONSTICUTION Which our [fee ancestors 
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Law estudlished ” 
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vaulages of the conayriru ston,” such laws, aang mcompaitble with the 


QONSTITUTION, aud destractive of our common KIGHrs and LIBERTIES, 
are rulfities, which dishonor the statute boek ; wheretcre such laws, in aa 
age of knewlede and of Christian beaeeotence, can only be contemplated 
with @generaus shane, accompauicd wih a stony cons of Quty tor ge king 
their repea! 

7. That, notwithstanding ony centusion of ifessa, or anw aroitrar y exe 
tigns of power, during.tue eary thnes of the revival of learning, ics 


caused auy erroneuus junction of the Goginas of religion with the sal isle 
of siate gover uae nt, vi ba aoe rlain it is, (lial the venulae Raglish CONST 
PUTION Is Merely po. Htical ; beinga POTTY for establishing and matnutain- 
ing the etvil or political RiGH?S. LiSkRtres and PROPERTIES of the 
community in the aggregate, and of every individual member of the same ; 
including, of course, a protection In the quict cerjyoy ment of perfect freedom 
th RELIGION, which is the mentalintercourse betmeen man and his cre- 
ator. 

8. That, as tle lngdoim of reliston ts not vl this world, bu tof heaven, 
the laws of religion are pot earth ly but heavenly: aad as every subject of an 
earthiy state bath an inherent right to the free ase of his senses, for avoiding 
evil and seeking good, in re spect of his body aud eslate 5 so likewise 1: 
is his inherent right, as treely to use bis reason, tor avoiding evil aud 
seeking good, in re spect of his soul and its salracion. 

9, That a sTATE as such, hath no cognizance of Religion ; but a stat 
being a body politic, hath an inherent right, coapled with a mauitest duty, 
to avoid evil and to seek good tu itself?; by taking eifeciual care that all ity, 
subjects, Whatever may be their religious opinions, shall, by receiving equal 
protection, have equal inducement to bear true aliegiance to the Constitu- 
tion, and to yield willing ohedicnce to Constitultonal law, 

That, had the same command of temper, the same sagicily and bene- 
volence, and the same dignified statesmanship iithuenced the counsels of 
those intolerants, King Henry Vill, Queen Mary, Quecn Elizabeth, ang 
the Stuarts, as distin guished the en iehtened founders of the Unired States 
of America, we, of Engh: and, never should have heard of the incompatible 
and baneful alliance between an exclusive church and a conmon state, 
truitful source of religious enmities aud persecutions, of political factiuns aie 
corruptions, of national disunion, seivitude and ruin! 

11. That Christianity is corrupted and degraded whenever state, powe? 
prescribes to it rules or regulations not pre scribed by its founder Christ ; 06 
known to its authorized teachers, his immediate aposties 5 aud it is oppressed 
aud insulted, whenever such sfate power presumes to clog it with restrictions, 
or qualifications; , oreven with foleration; tor toleration implies domi.ion 
over it; and all such treatment, as contrary to its heavenly origin and in- 
dependant nature, by violating constitutional freedom, is sure tc bring on the 
state, which sanctions that treatment, evil instead of good. 

12. That the state power exercised undey this Government, whereby one 
denomination of Christians is called the Church of En@uanop as by lan 
established ; a second is called the Church of Scortanp as by law esta- 
blished ; and a third is called the Church of Canapa as by law establish- 
ed ; instead of the eutire body of the people without invidious distiuctions, 
of religion, having every where in this kingdom, as in the United States of 
America, perfect equality and freedom; exposes to scorn and derision the 
absurd aud tactious notion of an * Alliance of Church and State.” 
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